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barked in a galeon belonging to Giovan Gaetano, quickly
reached Panamti, and immediately proceeded to Nombre de
Dios with a portion of the treasure, leaving orders with the
king's treasurer to send the remainder as soon as possible.
Two days after his departure, in the morning about dawn,
Eodrigo   de Contreras   suddenly entered  Panama  with a
young inexperienced brother of his, both sons of Contreras
governor of Nicaragua, with a hundred and eighty men.
This young man had assassinated brother Antonio de Val-
divieso, bishop of that province, for having written inju-
riously to the emperor against his father, and which occa-
sioned the government being  taken from him.     Having
entered Panama^ they seized upwards of four hundred thou-
sand ducats in gold, not caring for the silver, which was of
less value and greater weight.    But some soldiers whom the
president had condemned to the galleys in Spain, and who
had escaped in a ship to Nicaragua, were not content with
this booty; they wished to revenge themselves by going to
Nombre de Dios.   Whereupon the men were divided into
three detachments, Rodrigo marched by land with seventy-
five companions towards Nombre de Dios, his brother, with
as many more, went by way of the river Chiagre, and the
rest remained to guard the ships and the booty that they had
captured.    Immediately the citizens, with a hundred and
fifty slaves^ took up arms and followed.    They first attacked
the party going by way of the Chiagre and easily routed
them, then they turned on the other party and did the same.
Rodrigo, a monk, and four other Spaniards betook them-
selves to the woods, and were never more heard of.    The
brother not being found, was diligently sought for among
the dead, and the corpse of a youth being obtained it was
asserted to be him; though his face being discoloured, it
could not be ascertained   The head, however, was cut off,
and put into an iron cage in the market-place of PanamiL
Thirty-three Spaniards were made prisoners;   tired and